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A small shack constructed on a squatted lot by Land Action  
near the Emeryville border in Oakland
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Oakland specifically, are well-documented and play an important role in 
contemporary American politics more broadly. Similarly, Land Action must 
navigate the slippery cultural politics of gentrification. Following years of con-
flict in the aftermath of Occupy Oakland, Land Action reached an agreement 
with the City of Oakland. “Underwater lots,” or properties with less market 
value than the back taxes and blight fines associated with them, that also 
have absentee owners and are successfully occupied will have back taxes 
waived. Obviously, it is in the city’s interest that these lots are “improved” 
and returned to the market to attract investors slowly making their way 
across the Bay from San Francisco—a situation that serves to perpetuate 
the dynamics that push poor and minority communities out of Oakland. 
However, to avoid contributing to this dynamic, Land Action has partnered 
with the Northern California Community Land Trust to revert the properties 
acquired in this manner to a community land trust, out of the reach of the 
market. In this way, legal codes shape a design practice that provides access 
to land without capital, and returns that land to communal control. In doing 
so, these practices present an alternative mode of development based on 
sweat equity and affinity. 

We may consider this cooption of resistance practices, and the ongoing 
process of restrategizing that results, as part of the cyclical genealogy han-
dled throughout this paper. In the case of Ikea and the Ohlone, the state 
reduced the New Left’s demands for cultural visibility to weak aesthetic ges-
tures in the Emeryville plaza. However, new mobilizations around identity 
stoke contemporary struggles over land, as the Ohlone have recently sought 
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Schematic designs are driven by parameters set forth by Land 
Action’s 13 years of experience and expertise with the goal of 
optimizing cost through free and low-cost materials such as 
pallets and bamboo with an architectonic form that bypasses 
California Building Code and zoning regulations i.e. structure 
footprints under 120 sq. feet and structures 50 feet apart. Our 
aim was something simple and rapidly deployable due to the 
tactical nature of squatting, but that provides an autonomous, 
safe and healthy living space.
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to reassert claims to ancestral sites around the Bay Area. Perhaps most tell-
ingly, last Thanksgiving, a group of Indians, allies, and onlookers from the 
furthest reaches of the Bay Area converged on Alcatraz at sunrise to com-
memorate the occupation of 1969–71. The following morning, many of the 
same activists gathered at the Ikea on Shellmound Street, protesting not 
only the disregard of their ancestral burial sites, but also the “Black Friday” 
shopping madness and the economic structures that drive it. Across all these 
cases, legal codes continue not only to transform space and politics, but also 
to engender new practices of resistance—even in an age of Ikea. 

Postscript: At the time of print, Land Action founder Stephen DeCaprio and 
three other members of the group are facing felony conspiracy, fraud, and 
trespassing charges stemming from an occupation in the winter of 2015–16. 
DeCaprio believes these charges are politically motivated and is hoping to 
have the case dismissed. His defense team is headed by the prominent Bay 
Area civil rights attorney Tony Serra, brother of the sculptor Richard Serra.
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